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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Dear Fellow Members: 
 
It’s hard to believe we’re approaching the end of another year. And what a year it has been. We endured tumultuous  
political campaigns leading up to our presidential/congressional elections and our country is undergoing what is  
probably the greatest financial crisis of our lifetime. There is no doubt that the Women of Sugarmill Woods is a  
microcosm of the world around us and that our fundraising has become much more arduous and challenging. 
 
We held a most successful and entertaining fashion show last month under the leadership of Linda Swart and Beth 
Boardman, and in a few months our “School”astic Golf Tournament will take place, chaired by Donna Rayne and 
Sandy Partin, followed by our Trash & Treasure Sale, managed by Sally Fieseler and Nancy Pearson. It will be very 
difficult to achieve results equal to those of previous years, but we can promise you that we will continue to do our very 
best in producing these events that fund our mission. 
 
We too must look to cut costs and we have decided to bring the newsletter and Directory in-house in terms of layout, 
design, editing, mailing etc. and to streamline it in length. We need your help to do so and I hope you will look at the 
box below and come forward to lend us your skills to accomplish this. 
 
Thank you all for your support and loyalty this year. Our board joins me in wishing you and your loved ones a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 2009. We will work toward and believe in a brighter future for you all and the 
Wonderful Women of Sugarmill Woods. 
 
Cordially, 
Francesca Paar, President 2008-2009 

WONDERFUL WOMEN WANTED FOR WSW COMMUNICATIONS  
 
To assist Acting Director Cora Zeigler with Newsletter layout/design. Candidates should 
be familiar with Publisher software; Publicity: press releases, articles, photography and 
WSW Website: timely, attractive updates and supervision of domain. Please contact Cora 
at CZ1940@aol.com or 382-3977. 
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HULAS AND HOMICIDE 
 
She was known as Hula Honcho. Winnie Waheli was the head judge at the annual hula 
contest on Kikiwai Beach. Once regarded as the most-accomplished dancer in all Hawaii, 
Winnie’s career abruptly ended two decades ago when one of her more strenuous moves 
produced a recurring medical problem that prevented her from ever competing  
professionally again. That’s when she was hired by the Kikiwai Queen Hotel to organize 
and orchestrate the hula event. 
 
Each year, Winnie made a point of meeting the competitors and talking to the press, all 
the while ensuring that she was the center of attention. Tonight would have been the 
night the Winnie and this year’s hula extravaganza would once again make headlines. 
But all is not well in paradise—her lifeless body was found on the very beach where she 
had achieved both fame and fortune, the seeming victim of foul play. 
 
Who would dare end the career of the maven of movement? Could someone have plotted 
the death of the darling of “divatude?” Or, was this just the result of the temper tantrum 
by a close associate? It will take unique perspective and expert investigative skills to 
identify the guilty party. Will you, our sly and intelligent sleuths, be able to crack the 
case? We will see! 
 
Please join us on Monday, January 26 as we unravel the mystery. Wear your most  
outlandish Hawaiian (flowery) outfits—the wilder the better! 

WOMEN OF SUGARMILL WOODS MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 
The holidays are in full swing and our recruitment of new members has welcomed over twenty women to our group. 
This month we welcome four more ladies; please include them in your new 2008-2009 directory. If you were not at the 
previous luncheons and did not get your copy of the new directory, please call and I will get you a copy or you can 
pick up a copy at my house or at any of the board members. Our membership now stands at 335. Keep up the good 
work! 
 

Pat Bourquin              382-0697           206 Pine Street 
Lynn Craig                382-0799           7 Drypetes Ct., E.           TheCraigs@tampabay.rr.com 
Roberta Runfola        382-3933           36 Seagrape St.              bia1952@yahoo.com 
Lynn Short                 382-1461           18 Gingerwood Dr. 

 
Vivian Turner, 651-204-6715 
Membership Director 
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BOARD BRIEFS 
 

�� Our Creative Sewers have changed its name to Creative Hands and has requested to be under  
      the umbrella of Community Services, given the charitable nature of its work. The board voted  
      unanimously to grant their request. 
�� After 18 years of dedicated service to the WSW in the publication of our newsletter and directory, 

Richard Currier, with the assistance of Marie Penney, have submitted their resignations. We give them 
our heartfelt gratitude. We will miss them and we wish them all the best. 

�� The board approved a new bylaw concerning a WSW Alumna Membership which will be proposed to 
our members for a vote at our January 2009 luncheon meeting. It reads as follows: 
“Should a current or former WSW member move away from Sugarmill Woods and wish to remain  
affiliated with the Women of Sugarmill Woods, Inc., she may change her membership status to 
“Alumna Membership.” She will retain all membership rights and privileges except the right to vote or 
serve on the board of directors. She will be expected to pay her annual dues each year in order to 
maintain her alumna status.” 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
Want to volunteer or mentor? Collect "Box Tops"? 

Information below!! 
 

We want to keep you updated on the progress of the Education & Scholarship Committee 
 

·    The first RIF (Reading is Fundamental) Program and Writer's Luncheon was held in September and 
was very successful.  The remaining dates for RIF are December 2 & 3 and March 24 & 25. Writer's 
Luncheons will be held on February 9, April 13 and May 11. If you would like to volunteer to help with 
either program, please contact Judy Hill (382-1348). 

·    If you would like to become a volunteer or mentor at Homosassa Elementary School, the Citrus 
County Board of Education in Inverness has scheduled training sessions. To become a volunteer, you must 
attend a one hour session beginning at 10:00 a.m. on any one of the following dates: December 10,  

      January 14, February 11 or March 11. To become a mentor, you must attend a three hour session  
      beginning at 9:30 a.m. on any of these dates: January 28, February 25, and March 25. If you would like 

more information, please contact Helen Pannelli at 726-1931 ext. 2233. 
·    If you would like to be a Take Stock in Children mentor, please contact Pat Lancaster, Program Coordi-

nator, at 746-6721 (ext 6148) for more information. 
·    Our general, technical and CFCC Foundation scholarship applications have been sent to the three Citrus 

Country high schools. Deadline for the completed applications is February 27, 2009. 
·    Committee member Donna Rayne is creating a web page on WSW website to keep members informed 

about our education and scholarship programs. We'll let you know as soon as it is available. 
·    Francesca Paar and I met with Joan Sterns and Wendy Warner of the Central Florida Community  
      College Foundation in Ocala to work on updating the WSW CFCC Foundation Endowment Scholarship 

program which originated in 1994. We also had a chance to meet Dr. Charles Dassance who is the new 
president of CFCC. 

·    Please note: We'd like to remind our members that we are still collecting soup labels, plastic trays (no 
egg cartons please) and Box Tops for Education for Homosassa Elementary School. The school has  

      received over $30,000 since 2006 from the box tops collected. If you'd like to see what products have the 
Box Top on them, please go to www.boxtops4education.com and select CLIP to find a complete list. 
These items can be brought to the luncheons or call Vicki (382-5216) for pickup. 

 
Victoria Budd, Director, 382-5216 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWS 
 
Well, ladies, once again we had an outpouring of donations to our Charity of the Month. Kathryn Sipper of The Path 
(homeless shelter) was extremely thankful for the supplies you provided. They included diapers for the youngest resident 
of the shelter—a 6-month old baby! Members continue to donate cell phones and baby clothes for CASA. Your  
generosity is overwhelming! If you would like to donate items to any of the charities we support and can't attend the 
luncheons, just call me. Edna Pirmann has volunteered to act as liaison to The Path. She will be collecting items needed 
by Citrus County's only homeless shelter. Edna will be collecting the following items throughout the year. Items needed 
by The Path Homeless Shelter are as follows: blankets, sheets, pillowcases, comforters and bedding, curtains, shower  
curtains and tension rods. Edna also collects afghans for the nursing home and assists the Education Committee by col-
lecting Box Tops for Education and Campbell Soup labels to help the Homosassa Elementary School. (Call: 628-EDNA). 
 

THE GIVING SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 
 It is amazing to see you are all so willing to help those in need over the holidays! I commend you on your willingness to 
give of your time and resources to Operation Cookie Drop, Angel Tree and Hospice Tree of Remembrance, as well as 
many other charities. Marianne Deacon will continue to mail your cookies and other goodies, along with greeting cards 
(written to them and blank ones for their use) to our troops until the new year. Please remember to bring your Angel Tree 
gifts to our December luncheon or call Janet Mark to make other arrangements. Additional info for these events is in the 
club directory and the November newsletter, which is on our website. We also have a flyer, which can be emailed or 
mailed to you upon request.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
JINGLE BELLS, SILENT NIGHT, NOEL, FROSTY THE SNOWMAN 

 The Nursing Home Committee invites you to a sing-a-long at Sugarmill Manor on December 15th at 2:00 p.m. Whether 
or not you can carry a tune, the residents will love your company. They especially enjoy the Women of Sugarmill Woods' 
Sing-A-Long, which has become an annual event! Whether you can sing or you are a great lip syncher, plan to attend this 
holiday event! For information call Edna at 628-EDNA. 
 

WE CARE – FOOD PANTRY 
We Care, in conjunction with the Homosassa Civic Association, is looking for volunteers to help feed the hungry. There 
are an increasing number of “working poor” families in our area. Therefore, the Food Pantry has increased its  
distributions to twice a month. Whether you can help once, or on an on-going basis, volunteers are always needed.  
December's food distributions are on December 6 and 27. There are other tasks throughout the month that need to be done 

WSW ladies pick a child for 
the Salvation Army Christmas tree. 

Marianne Deacon sending cookies to our  
service men and women in Iraq. 
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INTRA-CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Bridget Leo, 382-0080 

 
We have a variety of Intra-Club activities and hope you will find one you are interested in. Please contact the above if you 
have an idea for a new activity. Please contact one the following ladies if you are interested in one of our current groups.  
 
BOOK GROUPS                                                               
Adelaide Keller, 382-0219 
 
Please contact me for current openings or to start a new group.      
 
CARD GROUPS 
 
Cards & Conversation: For information contact Mary Ann Zack, 382-1444, or Maryann McNiff, 382-4881. 
 
Hands & Feet: For information contact Ann O’Brien, 382-1848 or Sonya Coughenour, 382-9038. 
 
Monday Morning Mah-Jong. For information contact Joyce Rasmussen, 382-3466. 
 
New—Pinochle—Formation. For information contact Vickie Leitzinger, 382-2906. 
 
New—Bridge—Formation. For information contact Darrielle Wyatt, 382-3182. 
                            
WALKING FOR FUN 
Donna Rayne, 382-2999 for information and location. 

as well. Men are also needed for heavier work, so you can bring your husband or a friend. We Care is starting to collect 
items for a trash and treasure sale on February 13 and 14. (The We Care Trash & Treasure Sale is not affiliated with the 
Women of Sugarmill Woods Trash & Treasure Sale). Proceeds from the sale will go to purchase food for the needy and 
help to rent refrigerated trucks when perishable food is donated and transported to Homosassa for distribution. Last, but 
not least, Peggy is willing to collect canned goods or non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry at any of our  
luncheons or at her home. Please call Peggy Davis at 382-2774 for any of the things mentioned above. Merry Christmas 
to you and yours,  
 
Diane Fudge, Community Services Director, 382-2120 
 

CREATIVE HANDS – (formally, Creative Sewers), Lorraine Blond, 382-1926 
 
We have changed our title—we are now a part of Community Services. I received a nice e-mail from Diane Fudge and 
will share it at our meeting. I want to thank Angie Shea, Char Waters and Barbara Youmell for their help and support at 
the October luncheon at Glen Lakes—we had so many positive comments. We all wish Marie Riley a speedy recovery; 
we miss you. Char Waters has offered to help anyone in our group who is having difficulty with the use of a serger. 
Please bring your instruction book and serger with you. This will be one of our projects for January. All finished projects 
for the nursing home must be turned in by December 1. They will be distributed at its Christmas party. QUILTERS: our 
group meets at the Chassahowitzka Firehouse on CR 480 on the third Thursday of the month from 9:30 am. to  
12:00 p.m. I wish you and yours a happy holiday season.  
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WSW founders’ luncheon October 27.  
Our third annual Black & White. 
Photos courtesy of Cora Ziegler. 
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Fall Fashion Fling 
Palace Grand November 7 2008. 

Photos courtesy of Rosemary Ray. 



8 

WOMEN OF SUGARMILL WOODS, INC. 
100 Cypress Blvd. West 
Homosassa, FL 34446 

Presort Standard 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 128 

Homosassa Springs, FL 
34447 

DECEMBER 2008 NEWSLETTER 

 

 

WSW HOME DELIVERED MEALS PROGRAM 
 

The Women of Sugarmill Woods is proud to share with you part of a letter  
recently received by Diane Vickers, WSW Chair of our Home Delivered Meals program,  

from the Board of Citrus County Commissioners.. 
 

“On behalf of the Citrus County Home Delivered Meals Program, 
I would like to thank you and all of the women who dedicate their time and  

energy to our program. I would especially like to thank the volunteers  
who deliver the hot meals in Homosassa. We have received a very generous 

donation from a client who loves the meals and especially  
loves the people that bring them each day.” 

 
Congratulations to you, Diane, and to the 30 women and men volunteers who 
participate in the WSW Home Delivered Meals Program. You are making a  

wonderful difference in the quality of many peoples’ lives. 
 

Francesca Paar, President 
 


